
Eliminate the GEA and Restore Our School Aid 

Dear Community Members, 

You may not be aware that, back in 2009 when the state was running a very large 

budget deficit, New York implemented what is now called the Gap Elimination 

Adjustment (GEA), which took money back from each public school district to 

balance the state budget.  Unfortunately, instead of the GEA being a temporary 

stop-gap measure, this “adjustment” has now become embedded into the 

funding calculations for public education in our state. 

Over the past five years, including what is proposed for 2014-2015, the GEA has 

reduced state aid to public schools in the Lower Hudson region (Westchester, 

Putnam, Dutchess and Rockland counties) by an average of 16%; the GEA has 

reduced state funding to the Blind Brook School District by $1,588,916 over that 

period.  At the same time, mandated expenditures that school districts have no 

control over continue to escalate.  Our schools are at a financial breaking point.  

Class sizes are increasing, staff has been reduced, academic, extracurricular and 

sports programs are at risk, and reserve funds are being drawn down. 

The New York Suburban Consortium for Public Education, an advocacy group of 

concerned parents and educators in our region, has put together a letter that asks 

our legislators to Eliminate the GEA and Restore Our School Aid.  We have to 

reverse the prevailing mindset that our public schools don’t deserve State 

support.  The GEA and further budget cuts will ultimately erode the quality of the 

education our children need and deserve, and that we as taxpayers and parents 

expect.   

Please click on this link, read the letter, and electronically send it to Governor 

Cuomo and our state legislators:  ELIMINATE THE GEA.  The funding and integrity 

of our children’s public education is at stake! 

Thank you for interest in this important matter. 

https://www.votervoice.net/WPSBA/campaigns/34375/respond

